CLAIMS ^ 

What is claimed is : 

1 . An isolated fimCtie»ial^tein capable of interacting with the cytoplasmic domain of CD40 
and/or other receptors of the TNFreC€^or superfamily such as CD30 and TNF receptor II 
wherein the protein has no homology to TRAT^proteins. 

2. An isolated functional prOT^k^^ccprding to clgjm^ comprising an amino acid sequence with 
70-100% homology to the amib^abid sequence depicted in SEQ ID NO. 2. 

3 . An isolateJfaHeticjnd protein according to claim 1 comprising an amino acid sequence with 
70-100% homology to the amino'^^ie^^gge depicted in SEQ ID NO. 4. 

4. An isolated functional proreiq^^cOTding joclaii^^ comprising an amino acid sequence with 
70-100% homology to the amihd^b^sequence depicted in SEQ ID NO. 6. 

5. An is5latQd functional protein according4o.filaimj comprising an amino acid sequence with 
70-100% homolog}^tQ^e amino acids 54-362 of SEQ ID NO. 2. 

6. An isolated functional protein acc?wding,to_claim 5 comprising an amino acid sequence with 
70-100% homology to the amino acids 27«BS^rfSEQ ID NO. 2. 

7. An isolated functional phQ|^Laccording,to^clmn^^ comprising an amino acid sequence with 
70-100% homology to the ailino^qjds 2-245 of SEQ ID N0.6. 

8. ■ A rmCieic.acid sequence encoding a protein according to any of the-cldmsJ-7. 

9. A nucleic acid sequertoe-^ccoMngjoclmi^ with 70-100% homology to the DNA sequence 
depicted in SEQ ID NO. 1 . ^^^^^^ 

10. A nucleic acid sequence according"'t0,.cl^i>^^^wtii 70-100% homology to the DNA 
sequence depicted in SEQ ID N0.3. \v 
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11. A nucleic sequemje-^^rding to claim 8 with 70- l^JF homology to the DNA 
sequence depicted in SE^^NO. 5. 

1 2. ' t^e of an isolated functional protein and/or a functional fragment thereof according to 
any of the el^aims 1-7 as a medicament. 

5 13. Use of anNsolated functional protein according to any of the claims 1-7 and/or a 
functional fragmentWreof to treat TRAF-related, CD40-related, NF-kB relatedand/or Jun 
(kinase)-related diseasesN 
1 4. The use according to claim 1 3 in which the disease is atherosclerosis, arthiritis, multiple 
sclerosis, systemic lupus erythematosus and/or graft rejection. 
10 15. The use of an isolated fimctioi^l protein according to any of the^c^^ 
functional fragment thereof to sensitizeVimor cells to anti-tumor treatments. 
16. The use of an isolated functional protein according to any of the-clai ms 1-7 and/or a 
functional fragment thereof to screen for compounds that interfere with the interaction of said 
protein(s) with other protein components of the I^JIAF, CD40 or NF-kB related pathway. 
15 17. A method for screening compoimds comprising th^use of a protein according to claim 1 6. 
1 8. A compound isolated with the method according tb claim 1 7. 




19. A pharmaceutical composition comprising one or inore isolatedfimcti©nal'"proteins 

igments\thereof and a pharmaceutical 

acceptable carrier materi^ 
20 20. A pharmaceutip^'compositioncomprising^one or more compounds according to cla^ 
naceutical acceptable carrier/material. 



. Useofap^^ 

for the manufacture of a pi 
related diseases. 




y of the claims 1 -7 and/or tional fragments thereof 
conjo^tkm-to treat TRAP, CD40 and/or NF-kB 
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